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Abstract. Restoration of cultural heritage, revival of national traditions and basic elements of
culture, reassessment of core and cultural values is of utmost importance in any human culture. In
the context of present global developments enriching the dimensions of citizenship and reduced
patriotism, this study aims at defining the values of citizenship and patriotism as perceived by the
representatives of the Kazakh language and culture. The study manipulated ranking of the
citizenship and patriotism values among the Kazakhs representing different gender categories, age
groups and regions of Kazakhstan. The Mann-Whitney U-test and the Kruskal-Wallis test were
employed to measure the variance among various groups of respondents. A word association test
was conducted on the stimulus words Ortan / homeland, orancyiirimrik / patriotism, Tapux /
history, Toyencizaik / independence, epkinmik / freedom. Based on the received data, the association
fields of the values of citizenship and patriotism were modelled and the semantic gestalts were
defined. The ranking of values of citizenship and patriotism showed that the highly ranked value
among all respondents, across both gender categories, all age groups (except 70+ years), and
regions in Kazakhstan (except East Kazakhstan) was ‘independence’ (ranging from 4.76 to 4.84).
The least ranked value among the representatives of the Kazakh language and culture except age
groups of 50-70 years and 70+ years and South Kazakhstan region was ‘patriotism’. The word
association test demonstrated that the values of citizenship and patriotism in the Kazakh language
consciousness imply love for the birthplace and country, where a family and close people live,
appreciation of courage of national heroes fighting for freedom and peace, value, happiness, and
pride, offering bright future and opportunities..

Keywords: word association test, conceptualization of values, language consciousness,
Kazakh language and culture bearers, citizenship and patriotism.

Kysem0aeBa I'rosibkaHa. AKCIOOTiYHMHA BHMIP IPOMaJAsiHCBKOCTI Ta NMATPiOTH3MY Yy
cBiTorasani kaszaxis: IlcuxoJiHrBicTHYHE DOCTITKEHHS

AHoTaunis. BigHOBIEHHS KyJIbTYpHOI CHAAIIMHU, BIAPOKCHHSI HaIllOHAIBHUX TPAJAMINHN 1
OCHOBHHX €JIEMEHTIB KyJIbTypH, NEepeoliHKka 0a30BUX 1 KyJbTypHHX LIHHOCTEH € HaJ3BHYAHO
BOXJIUBUMH Ui Oy[b-sIKOI JIIOJCHKOI KyJIBTYpH. Y KOHTEKCTI Cyd4aCHHX IJI00aJbHHUX JOCSTHEHb,
o 30arauyroTh BUMIpU I'POMAJTHCHKOCTI Ta 3HMKEHOTO MOYYTTS HATpioTU3MY, L€ JOCHIIKEHHS
CTIpSIMOBaHE Ha BH3HAYCHHS TOTO, SIK CIIPUAMAIOTBHCS IIHHOCTI TPOMAJSHCHKOCTI Ta MATPIOTU3MY
HOCISIMH Ka3aXxChbKOi MOBM Ta KyJbTYpU. B OCHOBI mocii/pkeHHs Oyio paH)KyBaHHS I[IHHOCTEH
IpPOMaJSTHCTBA Ta MATPIOTU3MY Cepejl Ka3axiB, sIKi MPEACTABISIOTh Pi3HI 'eHAEepHI KaTeropii, BIKOBI
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Axiological Dimension of Citizenship and Patriotism in a Worldview of Kazakhs: A Psycholinguistic Study

rpynu Ta perionn Kazaxcrany. [{nst BUMipioBaHHS Aucriepcii MK PI3HUMU IpyliaMu peCHOHJICHTIB
BukopuctoByBainu U-tect Manna-BitHi Ta Tect Kpackena-Boiica. AcomiaTuBHHIM €KCIIEPUMEHT
NPOBOJUBCS 3a cloBaMU-cTUMyJamMu OTaH/OaThKIBIIMHA, OTAHCYWIIIUTIK/IATPIOTU3M, TapHX/
CTOpIs, TOYEICI3AIK/HEe3JIeKHICTh, epKIHIK/CB0001a. Ha OCHOBI OTpUMaHMX TaHUX 3MOJEIHOBAHO
acolllaTUBHI TMOJs I[IHHOCTEH TPOMAASHCHKOCTI Ta MAaTPiOTU3My Ta BHU3HAUEHO CEMaHTUYHI
relTaabTH. PEUTHHT MIHHOCTEH IPOMAJSTHCTBA Ta MATPIOTH3MY ITOKa3aB, IO HAHOLIBII 3HAYYIIO0
IIHHICTIO CEPeJl YCiX PECIOH/IEHTIB, B 000X T'eHJEPHUX KATETOPisiX, YCIiX BIKOBUX Tpynax (kpim 70+
pokiB) i1 perionax Kazaxcrany (okpim Cxignoro Kazaxcrany) Oyna «He3anexHICTb» (B Alama3oHi
Bi1 4,76 no 4,84). HaliMeH11 3Hauy11010 LIHHICTIO Cepesl HOCIiB Ka3aXChKOI MOBH 1 KYJIBTYpH, KpiM
BikoBuX Tpyn 50-70 pokiB i 70+ pokiB 1 [liBnenHo-Ka3axcrancbkoi o6sacti, OyB «IaTpioTH3MY.
AcCOLIIaTUBHUI EKCIIePHUMEHT 3acBiqUWB, IO MIHHOCTI TPOMAJIIHCHKOCTI Ta MaTPIOTU3MY B
Ka3aXChKiii MOBHIH CBI1IOMOCTI Tiepea0avyaroTh JI000B 10 OATHKIBIIMHY Ta KpaiHH, 1€ KUBYTh CIM 5
Ta ONMU3bKI JIIOJM, OL[IHKY MY>KHOCTI HAIllOHAJIbHHUX T€pOiB, IO OOPIOTHCS 3a CBOOOLY Ta MHUD,
LIHHOCTI, I1aCTs, TOPJICTh, IPONOHYIOYH CBITJIE MaliOyTHE Ta MOMKJIMBOCTI.

Knwuosi cnosa: acoyiamusHuii excnepumenm, KOHYenmyaniizayisi yiHHOCmeu, MOBHA
c8Ii0OMICmb, HOCII KA3aXCbKOI MOBU Ma KYIbMYPU, 2POMAOAHCHKICIb Ma NAMPIOMU3IM.

Introduction

Values are a part of human culture together with norms, ideals, and common
beliefs of the goals to which a person should strive. The Republic of Kazakhstan,
having experienced the russification policy in the past, is taking attempts in
restoration of cultural heritage, revival of national traditions and basic elements of
culture, and reassessment of core and cultural values. These attempts are in line with
the Recommendation on safeguarding of traditional culture and folklore, an
international normative instrument adopted by the UNESCO General Conference in
1989, and with various events conducted worldwide to assess the present situation of
intangible cultural heritage, to analyze the role it can play in resolving local and
national problems relating to major contemporary concerns, and to draw up a new
strategy for the coming years (Mayor, 2001).

Patriotism is “a social construct that develops gradually according to people’s
cultural activity” (Berger & Luckman, 1966). Studies share the definition of
patriotism such as the “specific beliefs on a country’s superiority through shared
common national symbols and affection towards the country creating a rooted nation
and playing a significant role on powering up the civilian bonds and national loyalty”
(Spinner-Halev & Theiss-Morse, 2003). It is considered natural, that people are
affectionate and compassionate towards the place they live in, and towards their
parents and groups they take part in. Though, in the states’ development process,
people were made to believe they are being part of a bigger community. Citizenship
implies raising active and participative citizens that have responsibility to their
country. However, global developments are enriching the dimensions of citizenship,
fostering global citizenship as the responsibility for the whole humankind and
universal consciousness (Kan, 2009).
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Recently, radical and national ideas happen to be one of the most featured topics
around the world. “The discourses such as radical nationalism, blind patriotism,
1slamophobia and xenophobia have influenced subjects of various social systems”
(Altikulag, 2016). In this respect, this study aims at exploring the conceptualization of
citizenship and patriotism by the modern Kazakhs in their cultural value system from
the psycholinguistic perspective. The study is especially relevant in the current realia
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, marked by the rapidly accelerating process of
globalization with interconnection and interaction of various ethnicities. Cultural
behavior, values and norms are being exchanged, and in this context, it is important
to shed light on the axiological dimension of citizenship and patriotism in the culture
of the Kazakh ethnicity and its conceptualization in the nation’s language
CoNnsciousness.

Literature Review

Cultural wealth makes the basis of the moral principles as the culture sets a
certain way of vision and recognition of the world, and creates certain forms of
activity for a person in it through language, system of norms, ideals, values and
symbols (Karipbayev et al., 2014). The value system includes various groups of
values that form the inner core of culture. Each society has its own specific value
structure, its own basic values, which are approved and supported by the majority of
people in this society. Basic values are the meaningful core of the self-consciousness
of the general population, and are determined by the linguistic and cultural dominant
that unites the representatives of a culture and separates them from the foreign
cultural environment (Dmitryuk et al., 2015). As abstract ideals, values subsume a
wide range of behaviors as exemplars of the concepts (Hanel et al, 2018), and
different people may endorse the same values but associate different behaviors with
them (Maio & Olson, 2000).

Axiological dimension of patriotism and citizenship showing an individual’s
relation with the nation have always attracted attention of researchers. Patriotism
includes “a special affection towards one’s country, defining oneself through the
country, being interested in country’s welfare, and sacrificing for the sake of
country’s welfare” (Nathanson, 1997). Patriotism depends on the qualities of citizens,
patriotic and citizenship values and ideals in which are related to their cognitive
values (Altikulag, 2016). The Kazakhstani society and its cultural organization is
being influenced by the current processes of market dominance, liberalization,
democratization, globalization. Systemic transformations, happening in Kazakhstan
since gaining independence affect not only socio-economic and stratification
structure, but also moral and spiritual aspects of life. Burova et al. (2022) describe
Kazakhstan as “a very tolerant country to various foreign cultural traditions within its
deep historical socio-cultural basis”. This contains both positive and negative
prerequisites, the latter of which mmply “the risks of acculturation due to the
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expansion and imposition of non-traditional values, their uncritical borrowing and
rooting in the mentality”.

The dynamics of modern societies’ worldviews demonstrates no single and
consistent paradigmatic substantiation of the correlation of values, their hierarchy, the
general significance. “The phenomenology of mentality is impossible without a
theoretical reconstruction of the axiological matrix of spirituality, which is implicit
from direct and indirect social dimensions” (Vakayev, 2017). The tasks of value
system preservation and reproduction, relevant to the cultural traditions of the
Kazakh people and capable of innovation, are actualized before the state institutions
and state ideology (Burova et al., 2022).

Psycholinguistic word association tests have gained a particular significance for
the studies with cognitive focus (Kuzembayeva et al, 2022). Language consciousness,
explicated through association experiments, adds to the understanding of mental
images, that have linguistic equivalents demonstrating cultural and mental
peculiarities and moral standards of a specific community (Kuzembayeva et al,
2019). The researchers for at least two centuries have been aimed at grouping and
interpreting association fields (AF) as externalizers of consciousness. AF is formed
by the researcher from the reactions of native speakers to a stimulus word. As stated
by Tarasov (2004), AF externalizes the knowledge associated with the stimulus word
in a particular national culture.

The reactions are the words that are directly connected in an associative verbal
network, covering with a certain completeness the entire lexicon of a modern average
native speaker of language, whereas other words of this network are already
indirectly associated with the stimulus word. Associations are ranked by frequency
and alphabetically within the same rank (Tarasov, 2004), and are structured according
to the field principle forming a hierarchy in terms of brightness (Sternin, 2022,
pp. 112-113). Frequent responses and single ones are clearly distinguishable, and the
frequency of the AF’s components is stable in time and contains reactions that have
usual connections with the stimulus word (Tarasov, 2004).

Most AFs, according to Karaulov (2000), reveal a special internal semantic
organization, a ‘“semantic gestalt”, characterized as a unit of knowledge about the
world, correlating its structure with the structure of reality reflected in it. The
semantic gestalt usually consists of several zones (7£2), which combine the features
of an object or concept that are typical for a given linguistic consciousness,
corresponding to the name of the field — stimulus.

The Kazakhstani psycholinguistic studies are grounded on the theory and
methodology of the Moscow Psycholinguistic School (E. F. Tarasov, N. V. Ufimtseva,
Yu. A. Sorokin, etc.), the Tver Psycholinguistic School (A. A. Zalevskaya), and the
Voronezh Psycholinguistic School (I. A. Sternin), which scientific research has
sprouted in Kazakh linguistics (Dmitryuk, 2020). The overview of psycholinguistic
studies of ethnocultural values in Kazakhstan (Kuzembayeva & Dmitryuk, 2022)
showed, that previous research explored the linguistic consciousness of ethnic
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groups, living on the territory of the country (Dzhambaeva, 2013; Arynbaeva,
Dmitryuk, 2021) and the Kazakh students from the South Kazakhstan (Dmitryuk &
Abramova, 2021). However, until today, Kazakh researchers have not given due
attention to studying the significance and the ethnic contents of the values of modern
Kazakh culture from the perspectives of the Kazakh language and culture bearers,
representing different age groups and regions of Kazakhstan.

Methods

The study comprised of two experiments conducted among the Kazakh language
and culture bearers to best suit the purpose of the research stating two research
questions:

RQ1: What is the hierarchy of the citizenship and patriotism values in the
Kazakh ethnicity representatives across different genders, age groups, and regions of
Kazakhstan?

RQ2: What are the specifics and the ethnic content of the citizenship and
patriotism values as conceptualized by the modern Kazakhs?

Experiment 1 was aimed at ranking the values of citizenship and patriotism
across different genders, age groups, and regions of the Kazakh ethnicity
representatives. Experiment 2 employed a word association test with the stimuli
consisting of citizenship and patriotism values.

Ranking of citizenship and patriotism values was conducted to determine their
significance and difference in perception among five hundred and seventeen Kazakh
language and culture bearers (163 males, 354 females), representing various age
groups (under 30 years — 135 (25.5%), 30-50 years — 207 (40%), 50-70 years — 157
(30.4%), 70+ years — 21 (4.1%) and regions in Kazakhstan (Central Kazakhstan — 52
(10.1%), North Kazakhstan — 147 (28.4%), East Kazakhstan — 54 (10.4%), South
Kazakhstan — 118 (22.8%), West Kazakhstan — 146 (28.2%). A list of words
representing the values under study was sent to respondents in Google Form via
WhatsApp. A five-point Likert scale (5 — Very Important, 4 — Important, 3 —
Moderately Important, 2 — Slightly Important, 1 — Not Important) was offered to
assess the importance of citizenship and patriotism values. The Mann-Whitney U-test
was employed to measure the variance among gender categories in the perceived
importance of values by the Kazakh language and culture bearers. The Kruskal-
Wallis test was used to measure differences among the age categories of respondents
and the regions of Kazakhstan they live in.

In line with the study aim of defining the conceptualization of citizenship and
patriotism by the modern Kazakhs and describing the specifics and the ethnic content
of these cultural values, this research employed a psycholinguistic word association
test among the representatives of the Kazakh ethnicity. The experiment sample
included five hundred and sixty-three respondents (161 males, 402 females),
representing various age groups (under 30 years, 30-50 years, 50-70 years, above 70
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years) and regions of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Central, North, South, East and
West Kazakhstan). The respondents were offered stimulus words for which they had
to provide associations (words, that came to their mind first). The number of
associations was not limited. Links to the stimuli consisting of values of citizenship
and patriotism such as Oman / homeland, omancyiiciwmix / patriotism, mapux /
history, mayencizoix / independence, epkinoix / freedom in Google form were sent to
the respondents via WhatsApp. The respondents, who gave their consent to
participate in the study, were informed of the word association test principles and had
to provide as many associations to the stimuli as came to their minds immediately
without thinking much. The received associations were analyzed, modelling of the
semantic gestalt of citizenship and patriotism values was conducted in line with
Karaulov (2000) with further categorization of association fields. The frequency of
association fields’ components was presented with four figures (Ufimtseva, 2014).
The first figure points out the count of all responses to the stimulus, the second — the
number of different answers, the third — the number of single responses, i.e., the
number of responses with a frequency of 1, the fourth — the number of blank (void)
responses.

Results and Discussion

The values of citizenship and patriotism, selected for the study, included the
Kazakh words “Otan” (homeland), “orancyirimrik” (patriotism), “rapux’ (history),
“royencizaik” (independence), and “epkinmik” (freedom). Borrowings from Russian
(e.g., “marpuotu3m” (patriotism), previously used by the Kazakhs, were not
considered, as, due to Kazakhstan’s acquisition of independence, national
terminology began rapidly to develop (Amirkhamzin, 2023). When exploring
complex notions related to the country and citizenship, the historic and the current
geopolitical context is concerned (Kardanova-Biryukova, 2018). Thus, patriotism is
impossible without knowledge of history, linking the present with the past, therefore,
an objective study of history and its popularization are important factors in the
formation of a new society (Mynbay, 2014). The selected citizenship and patriotism
values were not included in the two Kazakh associative dictionaries (KRAD, 1978;
1998; KAD, 2014) — the Kazakh-Russian Associative Dictionary and the Kazakh
Associative Dictionary, except the value Oman / homeland, that appeared in the latter
dictionary (KAD, 2014, p. 231).

The Experiment 1 aiming at ranking values of citizenship and patriotism by
representatives of the Kazakh language and culture resulted in the ratio of values’
significance across the respondents’ gender, age, and regions of living. Table 1
presents the results of ranking.
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Table 1
Descriptive Statistics of Ranking Values of Citizenship and Patriotism across
Respondents’ Gender, Age, and Regions in Kazakhstan

Values Homeland Patriotism History Independence Freedom
All 4.79 4.68 4.70 4.8 4.75
Gender

Male 4.83 4.69 4.73 4.84 4.79
Female 4.77 4.67 4.69 4.78 4.72
Age

Under 30 years 4.74 454 4.68 4.83 4.77
30-50 years 4.78 471 4.73 4.78 4.73
50-70 years 4.82 4,73 4.68 4.8 4.75
70+ years 5.0 4.81 4.76 4.81 4.76
Regions

Central 4.67 450 4.67 4.75 4.62
Kazakhstan

North Kazakhstan 4.81 470 4.72 4.83 4.74
East Kazakhstan 4.85 4.76 4.70 4.76 4.8
South Kazakhstan 4.82 48 472 4.84 4.84
West Kazakhstan 4.76 458 4.67 4.77 4.71

As stated in the Table 1, the results of ranking citizenship and patriotism values
indicate that their perception by the Kazakh ethnicity representatives is close to each
other across different genders, age groups and regions, showing a quite similar
importance to the respondents. The highly ranked value among all respondents,
across both gender categories, all age groups (except 70+ years), and regions in
Kazakhstan (except East Kazakhstan) is ‘independence’ (ranging from 4.76 to 4.84).
The value ‘patriotism’ was ranked the least among the representatives of the Kazakh
language and culture except age groups of 50-70 years and 70+ years and South
Kazakhstan region.

Difference in the perception of values of citizenship and patriotism by the
Kazakh language and culture bearers belonging to different gender categories is
evaluated through the Mann-Whitney U-test for variance and is displayed in Table 2.

Table 2
Mann-Whitney U-test Results for Differences among Gender Categories
Values Gender N Sum of U Z S
Ranks ig.
Homeland Male 163 43779.0 27289.0 -1.53 .13
Female 354 90124.0
Patriotism Male 163  43566.09 27502.0 -1.13 .26

Female 354 0337.0
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History Male 163 43506.5 27561.5 -1.08 .28
Female 354 90396.5

Independence Male 163 44242.0 26826.0 -2.02 .04*
Female 354 89661.0

Freedom Male 163 43449.0 27619.0 -1.12 .26
Female 354 90454.0

“ Significant at the .05 level

The statistically significant difference (p < .05) among gender categories was
found in terms of the value ‘independence’, the importance of which was
significantly higher in males compared to females.

The Kruskal-Wallis test, employed for comparing more than three groups of
samples, resulted in no significant differences among the age categories of the
representatives of the Kazakh language and culture and the regions of Kazakhstan, in
which they live, towards their perception of values of citizenship and patriotism.

The Experiment 2 conducted with the values of citizenship and patriotism
represented by the Kazakh words Oman / homeland, omancyticiwumix / patriotism,
mapux / history, mayencizoik / independence, epxinodik / freedom among the Kazakh
language and culture bearers within the word association test resulted in rich data for
modelling association fields of the values and defining semantic gestalts. Original
data of this study including the components of association fields and semantic zones
are available at Mendeley data (http://dx.doi.org/10.17632/4ysfxtw9yb.1).

Quantitative characteristics of associations fields of the citizenship and
patriotism values in the Kazakh language include four figures — the total amount of
associations, different reactions, individual reactions stated only once, and the
number of void responses is included.

Modelling of the association field includes defining a centre of the field, near,
far and outer peripheries. The components of association fields are presented in
decreasing order based on their frequency. The centre of an association field
comprises reactions stated more than twenty times, whereas the near periphery and
the far periphery comprise 10-20 reactions and less than 2-9 reactions respectively.
The outer periphery includes individual associations stated only once.

Table 3
The Components of Centre and Near Periphery in the Association Fields of Values of
Citizenship and Patriotism

The association field Oman / homeland (814, 134, 71, 5)

Centre tyran >xep/birthplace 142, Kazakcran/Kazakhstan 91, en (-im, -
Mi3)/country 82, otdacel (-HaH Oactanasl)/family (begins with) 78

Near (kep Oerinjaeri eH, OTTaH Ja, KYHI Je, TYH1 Ji¢) BICTHIK (Kep,

periphery wmeken)/(most, on earth, than fire, than day and night) hot (place)
36, memiieket/state 23, (exinmii, ©3) yi (-im)/(second, own) house
23, xep/land 21
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The association field omancyiieivumix / patriotism (702, 143, 69, 10)

Centre natpuoT/patriot 127, marpuorusM (MaTpUOTTHIK ce3iM)/patriotism
(patriotic feeling) 106, maxa66at/love 56

Near (emin, TyraH sxepiH) cyw/love (country, homeland) 25, (amain)

periphery xei3mer ery/(faithful) service 23, amanasik/loyalty 22, »xakcel
kepy/to love 18, cyiicnenminik/love 16, kopray/protection 15,
(tin, gactypre) kypmet/respect for (language, tradition) 15, (oke
MEH aHafra Tapanap, *bUIbl, BICTBIK) ce3iM/(warm, hot, as to father
and mother) feeling 11, Kazakcran/Kazakhstan 10

The association field mapux / history (842, 332, 216, 6)

Core ata-0a0a/ancestors 30, eTkeHiMi3/past 26, eTkeH KyH/past day 25,
tapux/history 24, 6onanrax/future 21

Near okura/event 17, eTkeH mak/past tense 17, yakpiT/time 17, eTkeH

periphery ewmip/past life 16, corbic/war 14, Oatsipmap/heroes 12,
Kazakcran/Kazakhstan 11, eTken okura (xkarmaii)/past situation
11, ynr/nation 11, mexipe/genealogy 11, xanmap/kings 10, cabak
(any)/lesson 10, kazak xanasirel/Kazakh kingdom 10

The association field mayencizoix / independence (823, 174, 104, 5)

Centre epkinaik/freedom 147, oocranablk/freedom 106,
eremeniik/independence 57, OeiOITIITIK/peace 42,
Kazakcran/Kazakhstan 33, toyenciz em (memieket)/independent
country (state) 26

Near (Oaiitak, MoHT1, ©3, TyFaH) en/(great, forever, own, born) country

periphery 19, asarteik/freedom 14, Oaxpit/happiness 14, Oran/Motherland
13, ty/flag 13, 16 xenrokcan/December 11, Gaiinbix/wealth 10,
XKentokcan okuracsl/December event 10

The association field epxinoix / freedom (651, 181, 118, 9)

Centre 6ocrannsik/liberty 169, Toyencizaik/independence 133

Near epkin  Oomy/to be free 19, Oaksit/happiness 13, o#
periphery epkinairi/freedom of thought 11, ce3 Oocranmsirsl/freedom of
speech 10

Due to the limited size of the article, only the center and the near periphery
components of the association fields are stated, for it is the frequent and the most
repetitive reactions that explicate the relatively stable components of linguistic
consciousness (Beskorovaynaya, 2004). The contents of far and outer peripheries and

other data are uploaded to Mendeley open data repository.

The analysis of frequent components of the association field of citizenship and
patriotism values indicates love and warm feelings for the birthplace, country and

family.
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Across the association fields of citizenship and patriotism values, people striving
for freedom and independence are noticed: ‘Oarbipaap/heroes’, ‘Ka3zak
susutbiapel/Kazakh intelligentsia’, Anami/Alash’, ‘ka3akThlH JaHKbIH —oJieMIe
epretkenaep/those who spread the glory of Kazakh to the world’, ‘nmunep/leader’,
‘mpesunent/president’, ‘croprmisuiap/athletes’, ‘ymangap/youths’,
‘ykpaunabikrap/Ukrainians’.  Among them are national heroes — Baurzhan
Momyshuly, Dinmukhamed Konayev, Kairat Ryskulbekov, Kazakh khans — Janibek
Khan, Kerey Khan, Abylai Khan, Kasym khan, Kenessary, writers — Abay, Shokan
Ualikhanov, historical figures — Tomiris, Genghis Khan, presidents — Nazarbayev,
Tokayev, and even a musical band — Irina Kairatovna, producing humorous content
about politics, social issues and historical events.

Abay is a famous Kazakh writer, poet and philosopher, considered “a true
patriot, who in the “Words of Edification” told the people, albeit bitter, but the truth”
(Mustafayev, 2011), and is famous for his contribution to Kazakh culture and
folklore, that expresses great nationalism .

Baurzhan Momyshuly (common to the association fields Oman / homeland and
omancyueiwmmix / patriotism), 1S a Kazakh-Soviet military officer, appearing in
Bek’s “Volokolamsk Highway”, the Hero of the Soviet Union and the People’s Hero
of Kazakhstan, who continued the traditions of statehood and patriotism of Kazakh
spiritual and political figures. Growing up on the works of Stalinism victims, he was
convinced that the idea of Alash would not disappear from the minds of the nation.

Alash was a liberation movement in the Socialist Russia and a political party of
Alash Autonomy. It included representatives of the Kazakh intelligentsia, who
advocated for equal treatment between Kazakhs and Russians and the cessation of
Russian settlement on the Kazakh lands.

Kairat Ryskulbekov, a participant of the events of December 1986 in the history
of Kazakhstan, when people dissatisfied with the fact that the first secretary of the
Communist Party of Kazakhstan, Dinmukhamed Konayev, was removed from his
post, went to a demonstration, demanding the appointment of an indigenous Kazakh,
became a symbol of national struggle for freedom and independence.

The association fields of the values mayencizoix / independence and epxinoix /
freedom include synonymous associations such as ‘6Gocranasik/freedom’ and
‘azarteik/freedom’. However, the internal content of these associations slightly
differs from the notion “epkinaik” (freedom), meaning “being by your own means,
volunteering” (Dictionary of the Kazakh Literary Language, 2011). As defined by
dictionaries of the Kazakh language, the word “6ocranmpik” (freedom) means 1)
freedom, self-control, voluptuousness, and 2) freedom of social actors (individuals,
etc.) to act for their own purposes and in the interests of people and country in the
field of domestic and foreign policy of the country; scope of legal opportunities,
independence (Dictionary of the Kazakh Literary Language, 2011), whereas the word
“azarThiK”’ (freedom), in the Kazakh sense, means a political freedom and
independence, i.e., social freedom, freedom from dependence (Political Explanatory
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Dictionary, 2007). Besides, the clarifying associations to the stimulus epxinoix /
freedom such as ‘oii epkingiri/freedom of thought’ and ‘ce3 6ocranabirbl/freedom of
speech’ are provided.

Some association fields include negative conceptualizations of values of
citizenship and patriotism. For instance, the value Oman / homeland in the Kazakh
language consciousness is associated with ‘aypy/sorrow’ 1 (0.1%), omancyuieiwumix /
patriotism — ‘akpiMakThIK/stupidity’, ‘kepek emec/unnecessary’, ‘karires/cruel’,
‘Hanmct/Nazi’,  ‘cenimcizmik/distrust’ 5 (0.1%), mapux /  history —
‘ominerci3aik/injustice’, ‘OypMalianraH xaz0a/falsified record’,
‘OypManaymbuiblk/misrepresentation’, ‘ymitcizaik/despair’ 4 (0.5%), mayencizoix /
independence  —  ‘ammaymsiibik/deception’,  ‘koppymims/corruption’,  ‘ke3
JKacel/tears’, ‘ryciHikciz/unclear’, ‘danrtacruka/fiction’, ‘bi3rap/cold’ 6 (0.7%),
epkindix / freedom — ‘xanrei3aeik/loneliness’ 1 (0.2%). We will leave to the reader
the possibility and the right to self-reflection on these associations. We can just
assume that negative reactions to the values of citizenship and patriotism reflect the
historical periods and events, when Kazakhs experienced cruelty, injustice, and
deception leading to their despair and tears. Related to Nazism, we can cite
Mustafayev (2011), indicating that “according to approximate estimates, 500
thousand people died in interethnic conflicts in post-Soviet countries in just 20 years
from 1990 to 2010.” However, in line with Beskorovaynaya (2004), single negative
evaluative associations cannot serve as proof of a stable belief that the values are
conceptualized as evil and not good.

The most voluminous semantic zones in the association field Oman / homeland
are “Birthplace, home” (35.1%) including the brightest components such as myzan
arcep/birthplace 142, (exinwi, 63) yi (-im)/(second, own) house 23, scep/land 21,
mybin-eckew dicep (mekeH, enxe, en) place of birth 17, “Country, city” (28.1%) with
the components Kazakcran/Kazakhstan 91, en (-im, -imiz)/country 82,
memnexem/state 23, “Family member, person” (15.2%) with the components
ombacwl (-nan bacmanaowt)/ (begins with) family 78, ana/mother 1, ama-ana/parents
7, and “Beloved” (8.7%) with the components (oxcep b6emindeci ey, omman oa, KyHi
Oe, myHi Oe) vicmulK (Jcep, mexer)/(most, on earth, than fire, than day and night) hot
(place) 36, maxab6am/love 10.

The most voluminous semantic zones in the association field omancyiiciwumix /
patriotism are “Patriotic spirit” (35.3%) including the brightest components such as
nampuom/patriot 127, nampuomusm (nampuommulk ce3im)/patriotism (patriotic
feeling) 106, erorcanowvinvix/patriotism 4, ynmowcanowinvix/nationalism 4, “Beloved”
(23.5%) with the components maxa66am/love 56, (enin, mysan scepin) cyro/love
(country, homeland) 25, aoanowvix/loyalty 22, owcakcor ropy/to love 18,
cyuicnenwinix/love 16, and “Service” (7%) with the components (aoan) Kvizmem
emy/(faithful) service 23, kemex/help 4, (epen) enbex emy/to work hard 3.

The most voluminous semantic zones in the association field mapux / history are
“Past” (20.8%) including the brightest components such as emxeniniz/past 26, emkern
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KyH/past day 25, ucmopus/history 24, emxen wax/past tense 17, omxen emip/past life
16, “Family member, person” (14.6%) with the components ama-6aba/ancestors 30,
oateipnap/heroes 12, xanmap/kings 10, JKowuibex xan/Janibek Khan 1, Kepeii
xan/Kerey Khan 6, and “Time” (10.1%) with the components eacwip/century 9,
kezen/period 5, oyein/today 4.

The most voluminous semantic zones in the association field moayencizoix /
independence are “Freedom” (33.4%) including the brightest components such as
epkinodix/freedom 147,  6ocmanowvix/freedom 106,  aszammuix/freedom 14,
“Independence” (14.3%) with the components ecemendix/independence 57, mayenciz
en (memnexem)/independent country (state) 26, “Value” (10.7%) with the components
oaxvim/happiness 14, xynovuivix/value 4, “Peace” (8.7%) with the components
beubimwinix/peace 42, moinviuumoix/calmness 9, (awwix, kox) acnamn/(clear, blue) sky
6.

The most voluminous semantic zones in the association field epxinoix / freedom
are “bocranawik/Liberty” (30.3%) including the brightest components such as
oocranabik/freedom 169, ce3 Ooctangwirel/freedom of speech 10, azam (-
muix)/liberty 9, and “Toayencizaik/Independence” (22.1%) with the components
mayeicizoix/independence 133, ewkimee mayendi boamay (basvinoay)/not to depend
on anyone 7, ecemenoik/independence 4.

The ratio of the semantic zones of citizenship and patriotism values in the
Kazakh language consciousness is presented in Table 4.

Table 4
Semantic Zones of Citizenship and Patriotism Values (Ratio in %)

Homeland Patriotism History Independence Freedom

Total 15 18 20 18 19
Birthplace, 35.1 2.3 1.7 2.2 5
home

Country, city 28.1 2.3 2.3 7.5 3.1
Family member, 16.2 3.9 14.6 2.7 2.3
person

Value 2.6 3.1 9.3 11.3 10.9
Citizenship 1.2 2 6.7 4.9 1.4
Independence .6 2.6 8 14.7 22.1
Patriotism 2.2 35.3 4 3 -
Peace 1.2 6 - 8.7 3.2
Language 9 3 .6 4 -
Education, - 2.1 8.1 5 5
upbringing

Freedom 3 - - 334 10.5
Wealth - - 1 1.5 3
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Beloved 8.7 23.5
Protection, care 1.1 3.3
Responsibility, v 1.7 - - -
duty

Self-sacrifice .6 1.6 -
Time - - 10.1 - 5
Future - - 3.8 1.2 -
Insurrection - - 1.6 7.7 -
Law, rights - - - 1.2 1.1
Longed - - - .6 .6
Animals, birds - - - 5 2.5
Customs, 4 - - - -
traditions

Service - 7 - - -
Virtue - 5.1 - - -
Respect - 3 - - -
Courage - 2.3 -
Past - - 20.8 - -
Event - - 6.8 - -
Heritage - - 5.4 - -
Information - - 3.5 - -
Trouble - - 1.3 - -
Customs, - - 1.2 - -
traditions

Secret - - 5 - -
Unity - - - 1.1 -
Liberty - - - - 30.3
Action - - - - 4
Life - - - - 20
Nature - - - - 2.5
Fly, wings - - - - 9

Common to all association fields of citizenship and patriotism values are the
semantic zones “Birthplace, home”, “Country, city”, “Family member, person”,
“Value”, “Citizenship”, and “Independence” (present in five AFs). Common to most
of AFs of citizenship and patriotism values are the semantic zones ‘“Patriotism”,
“Peace”, “Language”, “Education, upbringing”, which are present in four AFs of
values out of five.

Among the citizenship and patriotism values selected for the study, only the
value Oman / homeland was presented in the Kazakh Associative Dictionary (2014,
p. 231). The values omancyiiciwumix / patriotism, mapux / history, mayencizoix /
independence, epxindix / freedom were not included either in the Kazakh-Russian
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Associative Dictionary (KRAD, 1978; 1998) or in the Kazakh Associative Dictionary
(KAD, 2014). The comparative analysis of the present and previous research findings
showed that the most frequent associations in both association fields of the value
Oman / homeland are similar, slightly differing in their order.

The comparative analysis of the most frequent associations with the value Omarn /
homeland in the KAD (2014) and the present study is presented in Table 5.

Table 5
The Most Frequent Reactions to the value Oman / Homeland in the KAD (2014) and
the Present Research

Associations KAD (2014)  Present Findings
No Total No Total

TyFaH xkep (birthplace) 1 149 1 142
Kazakcran (Kazakhstan) 2 122 2 91
en (country) 3 68 3 82
aHa (mother) 4 67 17 7
pICTHIK (hot) 5 41 5 36
otOackI (family) 6 40 4 78
Otan oTrOachIHAH Oacranael
(Homeland begins with the family) ! 35 4 8
MeMJIEKeT (state) 18 14 6 23
yit (house) 13 18 7 23
xep (land) 15 16 8 21

The Kazakh Associative Dictionary was compiled based on the results of mass
free association experiments conducted among the representatives of South
Kazakhstan region — the native speakers of the Kazakh language aged 17-25 years in
2012-2014 (KAD, 2014, p. 8). The similarity of the results of the previous research
and the present findings despite the respondents’ different age groups and regions,
indicates the unchanging ethnic content of the value Oman / Homeland in the modern
Kazakh linguistic consciousness and the relevance of the association field’s
components.

The conducted word association test on the citizenship and patriotism values
showed that the representatives of the Kazakh nation highly value their birthplace and
country considering it as ‘kiHAIK KaHbIH TamfaH xep/place of navel blood’,
‘atameked/fatherland’, ‘xxep ana/mother earth’, ‘ara-O0abamap wmekeHi/ancestral
home’, ‘ys/nest’, ‘antern 6ecik/golden cradle’. In line with the previous research, we
agree with Dmitryuk & Abramova (2021), that “tradition and permanence of certain
ethnocultural basic elements that make up the essence of the specific features of the
national character and ethnos mentality, among which is the attitude to the homeland,
possibly may be predictably immutable”.
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Values of citizenship and patriotism are associated with the Kazakh national
heroes who were the leaders of rebellion and insurrection for freedom and peace.
Their struggles are highly appreciated and valued, bringing the country and nation to
‘OemtbiTmIUTIK/peace’,  ‘Oipmik/unity’, ‘Tarymibik/peace’,  ‘TBHIHBIITHIK/calmness’,
‘amblk, Kok acman/clear, blue sky’, “xkakcel keHinI-Kyi/good mood’, ‘COFBICCHI3
ke3eH/war-free period’, ‘yaillbIMChI3IbIK/carefreeness’, ‘yallbIM-Kaiifbl OoMay/no
worries’, ‘Kaylinci3aik/security’, ‘bIHTbIMaK/solidarity’, maTThIK/jOy.

Homeland, patriotism, history, independence, and freedom, being the ancestors’
dream, longed for many years, are conceptualized as a ‘kKyHapuUTBIK/value’,
‘0akpIT/happiness’,  ‘makranbim/pride’,  ‘abpipoit/dignity’,  ‘Oaitibix/wealth’,
‘ka3biHa/treasure’ offering bright future and opportunities.

In line with the research ethics, the research data incorporates the responses of
those who gave their consent to participate in the study. The limitation of the study
includes an unequal male/female distribution and a small sample of respondents of
70+ age group. However, it is the only study conducted among the Kazakh language
and culture bearers, comparing different regions of Kazakhstan and age groups from
the psycholinguistic perspective.

Conclusions

The results of the word association tests are quite objective, reliable and
verifiable. Though, the weakness of male/female and age groups distribution is
among the limitations of the study, the data obtained through the word association
test can be interpreted as a reflection of the mass consciousness of the culture
representatives, identifying the features of language consciousness and the national
and cultural specificity of the mentality.

Ranking of values of citizenship and patriotism, conducted among the
representatives of the Kazakh language and culture of various age groups and regions
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, showed that the highly ranked value among all
respondents, across both gender categories, all age groups (except 70+ years), and
regions in Kazakhstan (except East Kazakhstan) was ‘independence’ (ranging from
4.76 to 4.84). The least ranked value among the representatives of the Kazakh
language and culture except age groups of 50-70 years and 70+ years and South
Kazakhstan region was ‘patriotism’. However, the study demonstrated that the
hierarchy of the citizenship and patriotism values, indicating the greater or lesser
relevance of the values such as Oman / homeland, omancyieiwumix / patriotism,
mapux / history, mayencizoix / independence, epkinoix / freedom for the Kazakh
language and culture bearers, is not very much significant across various genders, age
groups and regions. This indicates the unity of the socio-cultural space in Kazakhstan
despite the heterogeneity of the language situation caused by historical events and
contacts with neighboring countries. As stated by Bentya (2018), the Kazakh culture
in the north of the republic is closer to Russian culture and is represented by Kazakh
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and Russian elements with admixtures of other nations’ cultures living in the north
such as Ukrainians, Poles, Belarusians, Azerbaijanis, Armenians, Chechens, Germans
and others, while in the south culture has preserved elements of the traditional
Kazakh way of life to the maximum. However, other nation such as Uzbeks,
Azerbaijanis, Tajiks, Tatars, Turks, Koreans, Kurds, Uighurs living in this territory
also bring diversity to the cultural and linguistic space. The issue is addressed by the
government of Kazakhstan trying to balance the north and south, thereby ensuring the
cultural and linguistic homogeneity and internal stability of the country. In addition to
language planning, including strengthening the status of the Kazakh language and
expanding the scope of its use, the internal migration, when the population from the
southern regions of Kazakhstan, with the support of the state, moves to the northern
regions with families, is underway.

The conducted word association test resulted in the extensive association fields
with large number of different reactions to the stimuli, that indicates the significance
of values of citizenship and patriotism for the language consciousness of Kazakhs.
Semantic zones common to all association fields are “Birthplace, home”, “Country,
city”, “Family member, person”, “Value”, “Citizenship”, and “Independence”. The
results that are universal and common for most nations include love and warm
feelings for the birthplace, country and family. However, the certain originality of the
national consciousness of the Kazakhs is indicated by the associations with the
citizenship and patriotism values that are related to people striving for freedom and
independence of the nation in the history of Kazakhstan. Namely, the Kazakh
national heroes, who spread the glory of Kazakh to the world, Kazakh khans,
presidents, leaders, athletes, writers were noticed across the association fields. The
liberation movement Alash in the Socialist Russia and a political party of Alash
Autonomy was referred to in three association fields omancyuicivumix / patriotism
(Anam kecemuepi/leaders of Alash, ka3ak 3usutbuiaper/Kazakh intelligentsia), mapux
/ history (Anam Opna/Horde of Alash, Anami/Alash), and mayencizdik / independence
(Anami/Alash).

In line with the new approach to citizenship in the world, aiming at raising
people that are democratic, respectful to human rights, peaceful, responsible to the
society, capable of critically reasoning and able to find solutions against the
problems, the values of citizenship and patriotism are conceptualized by the Kazakh
language and culture bearers as love for the birthplace and country, where a family
and close people live, appreciation of courage of national heroes fighting for freedom
and peace, considered as value, happiness, and pride, offering bright future and
opportunities.
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