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Abstract: The aim of the research is to present the meaning and the scope of the phrase
“krivorazbrana tolerantnost (misunderstood tolerance), which functions as a cliché in everyday
communication. The corpus is excerpted from the largest Bulgarian forum platform — bg-mamma and
investigates the use of 55 phrases between 2006 and 2017. “Krivorazbrana tolerantnost” is used in
public communication to express disagreement with someone’s behaviour/point of view or fear of the
changing habits or traditions. Using the cognitive ethnolinguistic approach as well as corpus-based
discourse techniques, the paper focuses on the corpus uses of the phrase, its pragmatic influence on the
dialogue and the people or the topics which are usually an object of misunderstood tolerance according
to bg-mamma forum users. The results show that the context meaning of the phrase usually is over-
tolerance or too much permissiveness and it is used in conversations, discussing the rights and liberties
of different groups and minorities. As the tolerance itself is a kind of forcing oneself to accept something
one does not support or believe in, its meaning and the contextual meaning of the investigated
collocation are close.

Keywords: misunderstood tolerance, pragmatic use, public discourse, forum communication.

Binsina TonmopoBa. Bupa3 «krivorazbrana tolerantnost (ueBipHo iHTepnperoBana
TOJIEPAHTHICTH)» Y KOMYHikauii Ha popymax marepiB y boJarapii

AHoTanis. Merta JOCHUKEHHS — TPEACTaBUTH 3HAYEHHS Ta HAIOBHEHICTh BHUPa3y
“krivorazbrana tolerantnost* (HeBipHO iHTEpIpPETOBaHA TOJIEPAHTHICTS), IKHUi (QYHKIIIOHYE SIK KITIIIC Y
MOBCSIKIIEHHOMY criyikyBaHHi. Kopryc  BifiOpano 13 HaiOLIbmIol Gonrapchkoi mathopMu s
dopymiB — bg-mamma i mpoanamizoBaHo BxkuBaHHSA 55 BupasziB mix 2006 Ta 2017 pokamu.
“Krivorazbrana tolerantnost” (HeBipHO iHTepIIpEeTOBaHA TOJEPAHTHICTH) BKUBAETHCS y MYOITIYHOMY
CIUTKYBaHHI JJIsi BUPKEHHS HE3TOJM 3 YHEIOCh TMOBEIIHKOK Y TOMIAIOM a0 JJisi BUpPaKCHHS
CTpaxy Iepen 3MIHOIO 3BHYOK UM TPAAUIINA. 3aCTOCOBYIOUM ETHOJIIHTBICTUYHMN MiJXia pa3oM i3
KOPITYCHO-0a30BaHMMH METOJIaMH aHali3y ITUCKYpPCYy, yBary B JOCTIDKEHHI 30CEPEDKEHO Ha
BXKMBaHHI 1IbOTO BHUPa3y B KOPITyCi, HOro MmparMaTMyHOMY BIUIMBI Ha JiaJior, JIFOAEH 4M TeMH, sKi €
3a3BHYaii 00 €KTOM HEBIPHO iHTEPIPETOBAHOI TOJIEPAHTHOCTI, 3TiIHO 3 KOpHcTyBadamu (Gopymy bg-
mamma. Pe3ynbpratu NOBOISATH, II0 KOHTEKCTYaJIbHUM 3HAUEHHSM BUpa3y 3a3BHYail € HaJMipHA
TOJIEPAHTHICTh a00 HaJMIpHA BCEIO3BOJICHICTh, 1 BIH BHUKOPHUCTOBYETHCS Y PO3MOBAX IIPH
00TOBOpEHHI MpaB Ta cBOOO]] pi3HUX TPyI Ta MEHIIMH. OCKUIBKH BJIaCHE TOJEPAHTHICTh — 1€ CIOCIO
CIIOHYKaHHS ce0e MPUIHATH I10Ch, IO JIIOIHA HE CXBATIOE UM Y IO HE BIPHUTH, TO ii 3HAYCHHS Ta
KOHTEKCTYyaJIbHE 3HaYE€HHS IOCIIPKYBAaHOTO BUPA3y € OMM3bKUMH.

Knwuosi cnosa: Hesipno inmepnpemosana moaepaHmHiCmb, NPACMAMUYHe BHCUBAHHSL,
nyoOniuHUll OUCKYPC, CRIIKYBAHHS Y hopymi.
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1.Introduction

1.1. Tolerance as a concept

The word morepanmnocm (tolerance, toleration) in Bulgarian (as in English) is
of Latin origin — the Latin word is tolerantia "a bearing, supporting, endurance."* Its
popularity in the Bulgarian context is relatively late — the first use of the root of the
word is in 1883 when the adjective monepanmen “tolerant’ is mentioned (Todorova,
2019). The noun is used in 1890 in the Balkan dawn newspaper? which is the first
lasting daily Bulgarian newspaper published in Plovdiv from 1890 to 1894 and from
1 to 4 October 1900. The adjective was more popular in the first decades of the
20th" century and it is the preferred word in dictionaries whereas the noun is
presented as a derivative from the adjective. In Bulgarian, it has the same root as in
other languages. However, the suffix in Bulgarian is the same as in the other East
Slavic languages and differs from the West Slavic and South Slavic languages
(maybe because of the Russian influence in the period).

Because of its global popularity, the concept of tolerance becomes very
important but ambiguous in its understanding. Definitions in Bulgarian dictionaries
are few and they often duplicate. For example, the definition in the Official
Dictionary of Bulgarian language includes firstly the adjective: tolerant — “who
shows lenity, latitude toward other opinion, character, religion, etc.” %, and the noun
is explained as: tolerance® — abstract noun from tolerant. Latitude and leniency are
seen as close synonyms, but as a whole, the word is not well explained and the
definitions are the same.

As it was said, the use of the word is more frequent nowadays, as tolerance is
one of the main values of the pluralist liberal democracy. It may be seen in
UNESCQO’s Declaration of Principles of Tolerance, where tolerance is defined as:
“respect, acceptance and appreciation of the rich diversity of our world's cultures,
our forms of expression and ways of being human.” At the same time, it is outlined
that “the practice of tolerance does not mean toleration of social injustice or the
abandonment or weakening of one's convictions."®

Tolerance is also understood as a minimal concept that involves non-
interference with practices or forms of life of others, including granting equal legal
and political rights even if one disapproves of them.” (Nizah et al., 2015, p. 366).
Therefore tolerance is a result of a conscious decision, it is not necessarily naturally
Inherent in humans, it is an understanding related to the development of human
civilisation and the idea of human rights, pluralism, democracy and the rule of law.
That is why it is used in contexts connected to the minority groups and their ‘social
inclusion’.

 According to Latdict - ability to bear/endure pain/adversity; patience, fortitude, tolerance. http://www.latin-
dictionary.net/definition/37271/tolerantia-tolerantiae

2 In Bulgarian “Bankancka 30pa”, Ne 66

® hitp:/fiol bas bgy/foeflang/bg/¥6D1%6829/6D0%BEY6D0%BBYD0%6B5%6D1%/680%D0%6B0%D0%BDY6D1%682%D0%B5%D0%BD/

“ hitp:/fibl bas bg/foelangbg/¥6D1%6829/6D0%BEY6D0%BBYD0%6B5%6D1%/680%D0%6B0%D0%BDY6D1%682%6D0%BDY%D0YBED1%681
9%6D1%632/

> UNESCO’s Declaration of Principles on Tolerance, 16 November 1995 http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=13175&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
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Meanwhile, we have recently observed the growing of exclusion narratives and
inclinations. The minority rights are contradicted to the need of majority to save
their own positions, traditions and privileges.

It is known that the intolerant, racist and nationalistic statements are a part of
the public discourse in many European countries and they are gaining more
popularity. These attitudes have attracted the attention of a large number of
discourse-oriented researchers (Wodak & Reisigl, 2001, Tateo, 2008; Dijk 2015;
Brindle, 2016; Musolf, 2017, etc.). At its centre is the fear of others, whose roots are
often in the past, which is a reality at the present and is oriented to the future. As
Arias & Bryla (2018, p. 2) said: “although the fear of the other which Shteyngart is
writing about in his memoir is felt in the present, it is in fact located in the future,
operating as an open-ended threat, or an always valid possibility, whose affective
force is so strong that it refuses to be rationalized”. The fear of the others results in
the so-called “hate speech” which is a part of Bulgarian public speech as well.

In Bulgarian few authors are tempted by the topic of tolerance these days. The
first one is Elka Dobreva who was interested in the concepts of tolerance,
intolerance and null tolerance in the print press. Her definition of the term is:
“Tolerance is considered in cases when the tolerated subject (1) does not approve of
or like certain qualities or actions of the tolerated person, but (2) voluntarily refuses
to pursue, restrict or terrorize the tolerated person.” (Dobreva, 2009, p. 23)*. The
problem is also discussed by Eftimova (2016), Kreychova & Stalyanova (2017),
Todorova (2019), but as a whole, it is not well developed in the Bulgarian context
by researchers.

The word tolerance (,,tonepantnoct™) Is used in political and media discourse
and at the same time in everyday communication. The informal public or private
discourse is extremely interesting for the researcher because official texts are
usually more neutral and premeditated (politically correct) and therefore informal
discourses represent more specific meanings of the investigated lexeme. This is
especially true when the collocations containing this word are used expressively as
clichés, as ready-made phrases.

2. Methods and Theoretical Frame of the Research

The main theoretical frame of the research is a cognitive ethnolinguistic view
of Jerzy Bartminski. The Cognitive Ethnolinguistic School of Lublin investigates
different concepts, one of which is tolerance. According to Bartminski (2002, p.
380), ethnolinguistics is “a branch of linguistics that deals with language in its
relations to the history of particular communities (environmental, regional, national)
and their culture, esp. to group mentality, behaviours, and value systems”. The
advantage of the investigation of some important concepts and values from this
view is the investigation not only of their literal meaning in dictionaries but the
subjective ethno specific features which the word possesses in speech. In some kind,
it is close to the CDA approach, as it is evaluative as well. As we know CDA “is not

1 Translation is mine, B.T.
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interested in investigating a linguistic unit per se but in studying social phenomena
which are necessarily complex and thus require a multi-disciplinary and multi-
methodical approach” (Wodak & Meyer, 2001, p. 2).

The method is close to the ethnographic point of view: “In practice,
ethnography as a methodology and distinct approach involves the direct entry of the
researcher into a particular context and their participation in or observation of local
practices over an extended period] ...[This involves collecting several kinds of data
In addition to observation, such as participants’ accounts of their own practices,
various types of narratives, images, documents, etc. (Wodak & Savski, 2018, p. 94).

Bartminski and Chlebda (2008) point out four basic types of data that guide
inquiries into the content of axiological concepts: lexicographic data, texts, derived
from excerpts from public discourse, corpus data (language corpora and Internet
searches), and experimental data (see more in: Niebrzegowska-Bartminska, 2018, p.
17). In this paper, the focus is only on the corpus data, and especially on the use of
the phrase “kpuBopaz6pana TonepantHocT (misunderstood tolerance) in the largest
Bulgarian forum, bg-mamma.

3. The study

3.1. Aim, objectives and corpus of investigation

The aim of the research is to show the meaning and the scope of the phrase
“kpuBopazopana TonepantHocT (misunderstood tolerance). The corpus is excerpted
from the largest Bulgarian forum platform - bg-mamma. Bg-mamma
communication is (partly) anonymous, dialogic, asynchronous and topic-centred.
However, some active users form spontaneous communities united by shared topics
of interests and their relationships become closer — they express their points of view
defending or attacking some positions of the previous posts. So the hypothesis is
that the investigated phrase as many others may function as a means to approve the
previous negative reaction or as a means for expressing discrepancy. The
interpersonal aspect of researched forum communication is very interesting because
of the plausible and context-dependent meaning of the investigated phrase. By the
help of the search engine of the platform all uses of the investigated phrase are
collected — these are 55 uses of the phrase between 22.08.2006 — 04.06.2017. The
phrase is not a part of any dictionary and it couldn’t be found by the search engine
of the Bulgarian reference corpus BulTree Bank'.

The research includes also the inspection of the immediate context — the topic
of the conversations, the positions defended, etc. The context observation will
present the pragmatic function of the uses as well as the social prejudices and
stereotypes they promote. The full description of these uses may reveal the meaning
of the phrase according to forum users.

As a result, the following objectives of the research are formulated:

e To describe the pragmatic functions of the phrase

1 http://webclark.org/ 19.04.2020
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e To reveal the liberties which are not acceptable according to users who are
writing in the platform and the objects of the so-called xpusopazopana
moJjiepaimHocm.

e To reveal the general meaning of the phrase.

The complex adjective ‘kpuBopazopan’ is formed by the word ,,xkpuB* (curved,
awry, guilty) and ,,pa36pan” the past passive participle of the verb ,pa36epa‘
(understand)®. In Bulgarian context the word ,,xpuBopazopaun‘ is known from the
19th century because of the one of the most significant Revival’s comedies
“Kpuopasopanara muBmiusaus (“The Phoney civilization”) by Voynikov. In the
comedy the traditional Bulgarian values and understandings are defended and the
influence of the modern foreign manners and trends is denied. Therefore the word
,KpuBopa30Opan“ accepts the meaning of “not properly understood, distorted,
perverted”?.

3.2. Clichés in Communication

As it was said before, the use of the phrase is widespread in public discourse as
well as in everyday communication. The meaning of isolated lexemes has been
explained, but the meaning of the whole ready-made phrase is more important. The
hypothesis is that the pragmatic function of the collocation is to express
disagreement with someone’s behaviour or point of view or fear of the changing
habits or traditions. The phrase functions as a cliché and the preliminary
observations show that it usually presents anti-liberal attitudes.

Clichés are often used to express a pragmatic meaning because of their
potential to save time, to express approval or disapproval, emotions, etc. The
pragmatic force of ready-made phrases is mentioned in Steinbrich (2016, p. 129)
who claims that “set groups exhibit pragmatic functions and include proverbs,
sayings, clichés, catchphrases and slogans”. Pragmatic meanings of one phrase may
be different and they depend on the immediate context.

It is known that by the help of different linguistic means we may express
agreement, disagreement, mitigation, etc. Like pragmatic markers, all uses with
pragmatic function organise or modify the conversation and reveal the personal
attitude of the speaker. Therefore the research includes the investigation of
discussed topics in which the phrase is used as well as the investigation of positions
which their authors support. The background of the use of the phrase and the
semantic confusion it contains presuppose their use in negative contexts. However,
data research may reveal the relationship between the author’s expectations and
their realisation.

4. Results and Discussion

The use of the phrase is in the conversation and usually, it appears in some
discussions when people confess something or argue with somebody. People
express their point of view defending or attacking the positions of the previous

% In the paper the phrase is translated as ‘misunderstood tolerance’ (thereafter MT)
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posts. As a result, the investigated phrase may function both as a means of
approving the previous negative reaction (1, 2) or as a means for expressing
discrepancy (3):

(1) umenno. kpusopazbopana moaepanmuocm e 0a ce mvpnu NAPAOUPAHEMO C
peiucuosnocm 0cobero ceea, Koeamo mepumopuima Ha ysaia eoHa Obpi}iCClBCl e
OKYNUPAHA OM PENUSUOZHU MEPOPUCMU. AKO HAKOU UCKA 0a NPOMOMUPA peaucusma
cu - 0a 20 HaAnpasu ¢ 000pu oelcmaus u 00OpPo omHouieHue, a He ¢ "eudcme me
KOJIKO NO-pasiudyern cvbM om 6ac u Koako no-npasa e eapama mu.(Indeed. A
misunderstood tolerance is to endure the swaggering religiosity, especially now
when the territory of the whole country is occupied by religious terrorists. If
someone wants to promote their religion — they should do so with good deeds and a
good attitude, not with "look how different I am and how better my faith is.)

(2) Abconiomno com cvenacua, mouno maxa e! Hanocneovk 3abensizéam eoHo
MHO2CO CMPAHHO A6JEeHUe - UHMEeNUceHmHU U 6b3nuniaHu podumeﬂu C YoiCacHO
Jaueasu deya, Koumo uiu ca ocmasenu Ha "camomex” O0a cu npasim Kakeomo cu
uckam (om HAKAK8A KPUBOpAazopana moniepaHmHocm AU wo AU ) UlU KOo2amo
podumeﬂﬂ npaeu HAKAK®bE njiax onum 0a ce HANoMCU HACMA8a 20JIAMdA dpaMa u
nuwo ne ce noayuyaea...(I absolutely agree, that's right! | have noticed recently a
very strange phenomenon - intelligent and educated parents with terribly naughty
children who are either left alone to do whatever they want (this is a sort of
misunderstood tolerance maybe) or when the parent makes some sort of timid
attempt to decide something then a big drama starts and nothing happens ...)

The use of means of expressing approvement like wumenno (indeed),
abcomomuo covm cvenacua, mourno maxa e (I absolutely agree, that's right!) show
that the posts are responses, reactions to previous opinions and support the presented
negative position.

(3) A. He kazeam, ue e pedno 0a Kpewju maxa, Ko2amo 6 Kvama i uma oeme.
Ho ne com u CucypHa, 4e moeda e eOUHCIMBEHOMmO Heuwo, Kkoemo 0pa3Hu 0bu;epﬂma.

Bb.Amu pa36upa ce, 4e He e camMo KpeuieHemo, ms Cu 20 Kas3ed, 6J1a4eHemo Ha
PAa3uyHU 10008HUYU Y 00MA NPOCMO He e pedHo. Aman om Kpusopazopamna
monepanmnocm. (A. Just a minute. | don’t say she should scream in such a way
when her child is at home. But I'm not sure it is the only thing that annoys the
daughter.

B. Well, of course, it's not just screaming. She confesses — inviting different
lovers at home is just unacceptable. | am sick and tired of misunderstood tolerance.)

The first user tries to excuse the behaviour of the mother who screams at her
daughter. The second user doesn’t accept the excuse and adds another problem — the
“amoral” behaviour of the mother. The author finishes with an investigated phrase,
combined with an identifier “amarn”'expressing annoyance, boredom?® and often
used to show disapproval, impatience and even rejection.

 From Avrabic through Turkish aman ‘mercy, protection’.
2 https://ibl.bas.bg/rbe/lang/bg/%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BD/
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Consequently, the investigated syntagm functions as a cliché, it’s highly
expressive and may approve or disapprove of the previous post(s). Usually, it is
used with a combination of other expressive phrases (aman, nucna mu, (enough of/
sick and tired of) etc.). The topic of the conversation may be different and there are
some hotspots — school aggression, social privileges, minority rights, etc. To present
the proper analysis, the author has collected the uses and has divided them
according to the topic, investigating the most unacceptable liberties according to bg-
mamma users.

4.1. Thematic division of the topics of misunderstood tolerance:

Religious liberties

17 out of 55 examples concern religion, more often the Muslim one. In some
cases, only the extremist parts of the religious groups are objects of misunderstood
tolerance according to users. In other cases, the opinions are more general and
unspecified, or they are connected to religious elements and symbols. In fact,
although the bigger part of Bulgarians are Orthodox Christians, there has been a
Muslim minority for a long time as Bulgaria had been a part of the Ottoman Empire.
Most of the time Orthodox Christians and Muslims have been living in peace
(except for the so-called Bwspooumenen npoyec ‘Process of Rebirth’ in 1989).
However, the collective memory of the times when the Bulgarian territory was a
part of the foreign Muslim empire is still alive and helps people to see the Muslim
religion as a threat for the secular state and for the local traditions and habits.

Koea nu 6 nakos mrocroamancka ()'prfCClGd ue ny6flu7<y6am KHUza npumepHo ¢
3aenasue "az u xomocexcyannomo mu opamue” unu "sncenume paenu na mvoca'? He
pazoupam 00 Koza ¢ masu Kpusopazdpana moaepaHmHocm y 3auo Hue mpsaoea oa
npuemame msxuume yennocmu u nopsoku? (Whenever in a Muslim country will
they publish a book entitled "Me and My Homosexual Little Brother" or "Women
Are Equal to Men", for example? | do not understand how long this misunderstood
tolerance will continue, why should we accept their values and habits?)

LGBT rights

People with alternative sexual orientation are also seen as tolerated. Such
discussions are usually started at the time of the year when Sofia Pride event takes
place. However, the Istanbul Convention ratification, which was postponed because
of mass protest and the Law of Child protection also triggered some fears about
possibility LGBT people to receive some excessive rights. 9 out of 55 examples are
linked with the people with a different sexual orientation:

OmHocHo eOHononogume 6pv3ku Hue ¢ MM u osamama cme KpaiiHo
HemoJlepdHmHU U cvAamame moea 3a u3epauierHusl, d eeﬁnapa()ume 3d Hampanena
NOKA3HOCM 8 UMemo Ha Kpusopasopana ,,monepanmuocm’...(Concerning same-sex
relationships, we (my husband and I) are both extremely intolerant, and we consider
them to be perverse, and the gay parades for intimidation in the name of
misunderstood "tolerance" ...)
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Children’s rights

As the investigated platform bg-mamma is a maternity forum, most of the users
express their opinion of parenting, children’s education, etc. Although in Bulgarian
traditional view children are very special and the attitude towards them is positive
and even indulgent, there are a lot of people who are supporters of stronger
parenting models and educational practices. 7 out of 55 examples concern kids and
their behaviour.

Ha men mu ce cmpysa, ue om xpueopaszopamna c60600a, moaepaHmHocm,
pazoupane Ha Oeyama u Op. NOOOOHU Owe OM PAHHA Bb3PACH NOJIONHCEHUEMO C
OHewnama maaoedxc, ye u deya Ha no 5-62. e maxosa. (It seems to me that because
of misunderstood freedom, tolerance, understanding of children, etc. from the very
early age, there is such a situation with young people and with children who are 5 or
6 years old.)

Roma people rights

According to the Bulgarian National Statistical Institute," 280 979 Roma
people lived in Bulgaria in 2011. They are perhaps more as “one part of the Muslim
Roma in Bulgaria is also Turkish speaking and they identify in most of the cases as
Turks” (Kyuchukov, 2019, p. 32). Roma minority has specific culture and traditions,
Roma people usually live separated in ghettos on the outskirts of towns and villages.
They are often accused (even in public) because of their mentality, low education,
early marriages, high birth rate, high unemployment rate, etc. Nationalistic parties,
some of which are a part of the Bulgarian coalition government, use anti-Roma
rhetoric and their members often speak about the Roma threat. 5 out of 55 examples
are connected to the Roma people, their behaviour and their liberties:

ceea seue ca POMU no msaxuo macmosieane - Xumpu, mMvp3eiusu, Kpaoiusu,
03]1056‘Hu, He 3avumauiu HUuo U HUKoco, ece 3ad Hewo cme uUm aJl'bDfCHu, me ca
I’lpO()me HA Hoeama HU ()eMOKpClL;u}l U HeuHama maxa Hapedyen maojleparHmHocm,
kosimo e kpusopazopana. (NOW they are Roma people at their insistence - cunning,
lazy, thieving, enraged, not respecting anything and anybody, we always owe them
something, they are the product of our new democracy and its so-called tolerance
which is misunderstood.)

Refugees/Asylum seekers/ Migrants’ rights

5 out of 55 uses are linked with the behaviour of the refugees/asylum
seekers/migrants. In the forum texts, these terms are used as synonyms. The
opinions are usually extreme and the users present their disagreement with the
habits of the people from these groups:

Aman om Kpusopaszbpana monepanmuocm, oux xazana az! Moowce uaxot ysna
HOW| oa mu Kpeuu, XxevpJis 507(‘]1)/141/1 no ciasamada, u yana, HO € HYIHCHO oa MBIAYUUL,
3awomo mpsaoea da cu monepanmen. Xopama om Ogua Kynej, coo ca NPUHyOeHu
0a mvpnsm ousomuume Ha CUPULUCKUME OeAHCAHYU, oMo suoume i MaxKve Um Ouln
Mawmanumema Ha max u mpsoea oa ce npumupum. Mosam na opou ¢ decemme cu
deua 6CEKU, pazmaxeam HU NPwvChnl, 4€ HAMAIU YCIA08UA 3A HCUBOM, HAMAIU pa60ma,

L https://censusresults.nsi.bg/Census/Reports/2/2/R9.aspx
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HAMAIU napu, u nax mpsaoea oa cme moiepaHmuu, oa eu obepudiceame , 0a 2u
uzowvporcame. (Enough of misunderstood tolerance, | would say! Someone may
scream all night, they throw junk on people’s heads and make a mess, but you have
to keep silent because you have to be tolerant. People from Ovcha Kupel Quarter are
also forced to endure the oddities of Syrian refugees, excusing their actions because
of their traditions and culture, and we must put up with them. They come in hordes
with their ten children, scolding us that they have no living conditions, no jobs, no
money, and we have to be tolerant, caring, we have to finance them.)

The topics are often mixed — for example the migrants’ problem is connected
to the one concerning religious liberties. The fear of radical Islam results in the fear
of Muslims as a whole. As Arias & Bryla (2018, p. 2) write: “A similar fear of
otherness understood not as physical presence but as a what if scenario may be
detected in the anti-refugee discourse of social and political spaces of present-day
Europe™:

Tauc, a3 ocuses om 15 2oounu 6 I'epmanus, umam u HemMcKu nacnopm,
uyecmeam ce 005pe myK u doceca HAMAX HUKAKEO HamepeHue oa ce spvuam 6
Bbﬂeapuﬂ. Hpuswaeam cu 0661'1!6, ye aKo mos3u yscac C¢ mesu MICHJIMAHCKU
669fCClHuu om MWvboHCKU noJj myK npodb/zofcu ouje HAKOJIKO ZOOMHZ/!, as Hdﬁ-@@pOﬂWlHO
we ce 6bpHa 6 Bb/zeapuﬂ, 3awono 4Yucmo u npocmo Kamo JHCeHa Men me e cmpax
om msax. Paboms e coyuaiHusl cekmop u sudcoam Kak ce ()bpofcam U Kdkeu
nperHeryuu umam, u HAU-10UOMO e, 4e umam uyyecmeomo, e 2cojAma dacnt om
xopama myK cu MUCIAM, 4e ca OJbIAHCHU 0d U MBbPHAM 0N HAKAKEA KPpUBopazopana
monepanmnocm. (Tais, | have lived in Germany for 15 years, | also have a German
passport, | feel good here and so far | have had no intention of returning to Bulgaria.
However, | confess that if this horror with the Muslim male refugees will continue
here for a few more years, | will most likely return to Bulgaria, because purely and
simply as a woman, | am afraid of them. | work in the social sector and | see how
they behave and what they have, and the worst part is that | get the feeling that most
of the people here think they have to be tolerant with them because of some
misunderstood tolerance.)

Miscellaneous

The rest of the excerpted uses concern different topics, including concrete
groups of people like aggressive people, smokers, non-professionals, pedophiles,
drug addicted and some abstract notions like nownocmma (vulgarity), ceoboousma
(too much freedom), etc. What is common in them is the negative connotation to
these people/ideas. However, there are 3 uses out of 55 in which the meaning of the
phrase is ‘the lack of tolerance’ and in these cases, the discussed groups of people
are seen as insufficiently tolerated, as suffered by the others.

In conclusion, the thematic division has shown who is affected by the so-called
kpusopazopana monepanmruocm (MT). The results make it clear that there are
several types of people, qualities or things who/which are objects of “misunderstood
tolerance”: the so-called “others”, who break the social norms — social parasites,
aggressive children, children who have a lot of claims and pretensions; homosexual
people, vegans, etc.; those who do not behave professionally when they have to —
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some doctors or teachers, etc.; those who are seen as privileged according to users;
those who threat the demoaranhic and relinioiis nicture of societv: those who hreak

a kind of moral norms; those who break the social norms in a physical aspect — for
example, people who smell, etc. (See Figure 1, where all the uses are listed).*

Figure 1
Thematic division of the topics of the misunderstood tolerance
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4.2. The meaning of the phrase kpusopazopana monepanmuocm

‘misunderstood tolerance’

Having in mind the contextual uses of the phrase, one may conclude that the
phrase usually means over-tolerance or too much permissiveness. As was argued
before, there are some exceptions when it means the lack of tolerance (3 out of 55).
In fact, except for some additional connotations, the definition of misunderstood

! The total number of uses exceeds 55 as some uses refer to more than one topic.
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tolerance looks the same as the definition of tolerance. The majority of users mean
that:

e Because of MT people suppress themselves;

e Because of it they are inclined to understand/do not correct unacceptable
behaviour; to defend the rights of those who are guilty, so as to expose people to
dangers;

e MT stiffens and people suffer because of it;

e Because of MT people deny their natural instincts;

e Because of MT people accept those who are different, therefore the MT
makes people meek, good, modest;

e Because of MT people say things politely and do not tell the truth
e Last, but not least: the manifestation of MT leads to the lack of respect for
the symbols and national pride.

5. Conclusions

The uses of the phrase ,xpuBopazopana TtosiepanTHOCT (Mmisunderstood
tolerance) in the bg-mamma forum present that its meaning often covers the
meanings of the tolerance itself. As was said before tolerance means ‘to accept the
people who are different’. At the same time, it is clear that the majority of people,
these who represent the so-called normality, sometimes feel endangered and they
think that some liberties are unacceptable, that tolerance is in fact over-tolerance. It
Is a widespread opinion that all the people must have the same rights and the same
obligations. The objective evaluation of the rights and obligations is very difficult
indeed. As a result, the subjective comments will be used in the public sphere
representing the sense of existing injustice; indicating some attitudes and positions
to some social phenomena. The fear of others, as well as the fear of the loss of
harmony, the loss of the present social order, are at the centre of these inclinations.
It is important for politicians, journalists, researchers to have these opinions in mind
as the language use expresses some social inclinations which may be important for
all of us. They will help some social discussions which address the “hot issues” in
society to be started so the social tension to be overcome and the problems to be
properly solved.
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